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PREFACE

The purpose of this publication is to provide a graphic presentation of the
results of the lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS) as referenced in
the publication entitled: Adukt Literacy in lowa: Results of the State Aduft
Literacy Survey. The graphs are conveniently cross referenced to the
specific data tables in the repont.

This publication can be adapted to provide a customized presentation to
various groups, boards, organizations or governmental entities. The
publication is conveniently divided into difierent sections for ease of use
and customizing presentations.

The compiler of this publication would appreciate any comments con-
cerning its effectiveness in presenting the resuits of the IASALS study.

\.io&,, A~
John Harwig, Ph.D.

lowa Department of Education
March 1934
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OVERVIEW

« document literacy--the knowledge and skills needed to locate and use information
contained in materials that inciude job applications, payroll forms, transportation
schedules, maps, tables, and graphs; and

« quantitative literacy--the knowledge and skills required to apply arithmetic opera-
tions, either alone or sequentially, to numbers embedded in printed materiais, such
as to balance a checkbook, coupons, a tip, or complete an order form.

The aim of IASALS is to characterize adults’ literacy skills in English based on their
performance on diverse tasks that reflect the types of materials and demands they
encounter in their daily lives. ’

To gather information on the literacy skills of adults in lowa, trained staff interviewed
seiected individuals aged 16 and older during the first eight months of 1892. These
participants were randomly chosen to represent the adult population in the state as a
whole. In total, approximately 1,250 adults in lowa were surveyed, representing approxi-
mately 2.1 million adults statewide.

Each survey participant was asked to spend approximately an hour responding to a series
of varied literacy tasks as well as questions about his or her demographic characteristics,
educational background, employment, income, reading practices, and other areas related
to literacy. Based on their responses to the survey tasks, adults received proficiency
scores along three scales, each ranging from 0 to 500. The score points along these
scales reflect varying degrees of skill in prose, document, and quantitative literacy. To
provide a way to examine the distribution of performance within various subpopulations of
interest, five levels of proficiency were defined along each scale: Level 1 (0 to 225), Level
2 (226 to 275), Level 3 (276 to 325), Level 4 (326 to 375), and Level 5 (376 to 500).

The full repornt offers a comprehensive look at the results of the lowa survey. It describes
the average literacy proficiencies and the levels of proficiency demonstrated by adults in
this state, compared with individuais in the region and nation, and explores connections
between literacy and an array of variables. Some of the major findings are highlighted in
the section summaries that follow.

Section I--Profiles of Adult Literacy In lowa

The average prose, document, and quantitative proficiency scores of adults in lowa were
approximately the same as those of adults in the Midwest region, but were higher than
those of adults nationwide. In all three of these populations, the average scores on each
literacy scale were in either the high end of the Level 2 range (226 to 275) or the low end
of the Level 3 range (276 to 325).

Yy
I




R o U N

OVERVIEW

Summary of the Publication Entilled
Adult Literacy In lowa: Results of the State Adult Literacy Survey

This Chapter Summary Report contains four sections. The first,

Section |, presents information on the literacy levels and average
proficiencies of adults in lowa, the Midwest, and the naticn as a whole.
In addition, the performance of different subpopuiations is compared--
adults in different age groups, the native-born and the foreign-born, and
those in difierent racialethnic gioups, for example. The remaining
sections focus primarily on the lowa results, although regional and
national comparisons are discussed where interesting patterns and
differences are evident. Section Il provides information on the connec-
~on between literacy and education. Section I} focuses on the relation-
ships between adults’ work and community experiences and their literacy
skills. Section IV explores literacy and its association with language use,
instruction, and reading and writing practices.

The section stmmary presents a portrait of adult literacy in lowa based
on the results of the State Adult Literacy Survey, a research project in
which 12 states assessed the literacy skills of their adult populations.
The project, conducted in 1992, is a component of the National Adult
Literacy Survey (NALS), a large-scale study funded by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education and administered by Educational Testing Service.

Many past studies of adult literacy have tried to count the number of
“illiterates” in this nation, thereby treating literacy as a condition that
individuals either do or do not have. Such efforts are inherently arbitrary
and misleading.

The lowa State Adim Literacy Survey (IASALS), like the National Adult
Literacy Survey of which it is a part, is based on a different definition of
literacy and therefore foliows a different approach to measuring it.

The following definition of literacy was utilized for both surveys: using
printed and written Information to function In soclety, to achieve
one’s goais, and to develop one’s knowledge and potential. Literacy
proficiency was measured along three literacy dimensions:
+ prose literacy--the knowledge and skilis needed to understand and
use information from texts that include editorials, news stories,
poems, and fiction

]
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OVERVIEW

Fourteen percent of the adults in lowa had scores in the lowest level defined on the prose
scale, 16 percent were in the lowest level on the document scale, and 15 percent were in
the lowest level on the quantitative scale. Those who performed in the Level 1 range
were varied with respect to their characteristics as well as their skills. lowa residents who
performed in Level 1, for example, were more likely than adults statewide to have less

than a high school education; to be age 65 or older; and to have a disability, illness, or
condition.

Across the three scales, 22 to 27 percent of lowa adults had scores in the second lowest
proficiency level (Level 2). Thirty-six to 37 percent performed in the third level on each
scale, and 19 to 23 percent demonstrated skills in the fourth level. Just 2 to 4 percent of
the respondents in lowa, the Midwest, and the nation performed in Level 5 on each
literacy scale--the highest proficiency level defined in the survey.

Older aduits {those age 55 to 64 and age 65 and older) were more likely than younger
adults to perform in the two lowest levels on each scale. Among the younger age groups,
the differences in the percentages of individuals who performed in each level are rela-
tively small, but individuals in the middle age categories were more likely than those in
both the younger and the okier age groups to reach the highest proficiency levels.

As expected, adults bomn in the United States tended to be more proficient in English than
individuals born abroad, many of whom have learned English as a second language.
The number of foreign-born adults in lowa is too small to provide reliable performance

~ estimates. Nationwide, however, the literacy skills of immigrants who have lived in the

United States for six to ten years were similar to those of immigrants who have lived here
for one to five years. Foreign-born adults who have lived in this country for more than a
decade, however, outperformed individuals who have lived in this country for fewer years.

Because 96 percent of the lowa population is White, the numbers of lowa adults in other
racial/ethnic groups were too small to provide reliable proficiency estimates. In the region
and nation, however, White adults were less likely than African American or Latino adults
to demonstrate limited English literacy skills and more likely to demonstrate advanced
skills. Native-born Latino adults had higher average literacy scores than African Ameri-
can adults.

Approximately three-quarters of the lowa survey respondents reported that they had lived
in the state for more than 20 years. Fourteen percent had lived there for 11 to 20 years,
and the remainder had lived there for fewer years. On average, there are no statistically
significant differences in the prose, document, or quantitative literacy scores of aduits
who had lived in the state for various lengths of time.

Nearly three-quarters of lowa respondents reported that it was unlikely they would move
out of the state in the next five years, while 18 percent said it was somewhat likely and 10
percent said it was very likely. Again, there were no significant differences between the

15
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OVERVIEW

literacy proficiencies of lowa adults who planned to leave the state in the next five years
and those who expected to remain.

lowa residents v.ho said they had a limiting physical or mental condition were far more
likely than individuals without such a condition to perform in the lowest literacy on each
scale and tar less likely to reach the highest levels.

Finally, the average prose, document, and quantitative scores of men and women in lowa
are comparable.

Section li--Education and Training

In general, the educational attainments of adults in lowa were similar to those of adults
nationwide. As expected, adults who had completed higher levels of schooling outper-
formed those with more limited education. The average proficiencies of adults who had
completed 9 to 12 years of education were about 100 points lower than the average
scores of those who had finished at least some graduate work, representing a great
difference in the difficulty and complexity of literacy skills and strategies.

Some high school graduates in the state, region, and nation did poorly in the assessment.
On each literacy scale, 8 to 12 percent of the high school graduates in lowa performed in
the Level 1 range, and another 27 to 34 percent performed in Level 2, while 15 to 21
percent reached the two highest levels on each scale. High school graduates and GED
recipients performed comparably in the assessment. Aithough there appear to be differ-
ences between these two groups in the lowa population, the differences are not statisti-
cally significant. As expected, adults who had completed a two-year college degree
outperformed those whose highest level of education was a high school dipioma, and
four-year college graduates performed better still.

The performance differences among various subpopulations can be at least partiy ex-
plained by differences in years of schooling. Older adults tended to have completed
fewer years of schooling than younger adults, for example. Further, the more years of

schooling respondents' parents had completed, the more education they themselves were
likely to have had.

One-third of the school dropouts in lowa had participated in a GED or high school equiva-
lency program. Fifty-seven percent of the program participants had earned a diploma,
and their average scores were significantly higher than those of participants who did not
earn one. Most GED program participants were age 25 or older.

Eleven percent of the adults in lowa and an equivalent percentage nationwide were
currently enrolled in school or college, and their average prose, document, and
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OVERVIEW

scores were significantly quantitatively higher than those of respondents who were not
enrolled. Nationwide, 10 percent of those enrolled said they expected to earn a high
school diptoma or equivalency, 13 percent were pursuing an associate’s degree, 38
percent were working on a four-year college degree, and 19 percent were working toward
an advanced degree.

Six percent of the lowa residents were currently or previously enrolled in a program to
improve their basic skills. The average proficiencies of individuals who said they had

participated in such a program were no different, on average, from the scores of those
who had not.

Thirty-eight percent of the lowa respondents said they did not think they needed to
improve their basic skills. Their average proficiencies were significantly higher than those
of respondents who indicated various other reasons for not participating in a basic sills
program. One-quarter of the adults in the state said they would not take part in a basic
skills program because they did not have the time, 12 percent said they had too many

conflicts, and another 12 percent said they did not have any information about available
programs.

Three-quarters of the lowa respondents believed that a state's literacy rate affects an out-
of-state employer's decision about establishing a new location there. Their average
literacy scores were higher than those of adults who did not share this opinion. Fifty-eight
percent of the adufts in lowa believed that employers should provide literacy education to
employers who need assistance, but their literacy skills were no different, on average,
from those who disagreed.

Section lil--Employment, Economic Status, and Civic Responsibility

Approximately half of the adults in lowa reported that they were employed full time, and
another 14 percent said they were employed part time. Five percent were unemployed,
laid off, or looking for work, and nearty one-third were in school, keeping house, retired, or
doing volunteer work--that is, out of the labor force. In each of the three dimensions of
literacy, full-time and part-time employees performed similarly. The average proficiencies
of employed adults differed sharly from those of adults who were either unemployed or
out of the labor force, however. Employed adults were much more likely to reach the
highest literacy levels and much less likely to perform in the lowest levels.

Twenty percent of the adults in lowa said they worked in managerial, professional, or
technical jobs; 23 percent were in sales or clerical occupations; 29 percent worked in craft
or service occupations; and 28 percent were in labor, assembly, fishing, or farming jobs.
Although some individuals in managerial and professional jobs displayed limited literacy
skills, they were less likely than respondents in other types of jobs to perform in the lowest
literacy levels and more likely to attain the highest levels.

17
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OVERVIEW

On each literacy cale, aduits who performed in Levels 3, 4, and 5 worked more weeks in
the past year than those in Level 2, who worked more weeks than those in Level 1. The
average number of weeks worked climbs steadily across the literacy levels. Adults with
higher literacy proficiencies were also likely to earn higher weekly wages than adults with
more limited skills. Similarly, individuals who performed in the highest literacy leveis
reported much higher annual househokd incomes, on average, than adults in the lowest
levels.

Aduits in lowa whose families had received AFDC, public assistance, or food stamps in
the past year demonstrated lower average proficiencies than adults who reported having
received interest from savings.

Individuals who were classified as poor or near poor as a resutlt of their income and
household size were much more likely than those who were not poor to demonstrate
limited literacy skills. Across the three literacy scales, approximately half of the lowa
residents classified as poor or near poor had proficiencies in the two lowest levels. As a
result, their average literacy scores were considerably lower than those of individuals who
were not poor.

Respondents in lowa were as likely as respondents nationwide but less likely than those
in the Midwest to have voted in a recent state or national election. Two-thirds of the
eligible voters in lowa said they had voted recently. Literacy appears to be related to
voting in lowa as well as in the Midwest and nation, as voters demonstrated higher
average literacy proficiencies than nonvoters.

Section Iv--Language Use and Literacy Practices

Ninety-six percent of the survey respondents in lowa and 85 percent of those nationwide
said they spoke only English before beginning their schooling. In the national sample,
these individuals demonstrated higher average proficiencies than adults who spoke
another language either in addition to or instead of English.

Nearly all (92 percent) of the lowa respondents who learned a language other than
English before starting school said they usually speak English now, while 4 said they

usually speak Spanish and another 4 percent said they usually speak a language other
than English or Spanish.

Virtually all of the adults in lowa described themselves as understanding (99 percent),
speaking (99 percent), and reading (98 percent) English either well or very well, and 96
percent perceived themselves writing it either well or very well. Those who described
themselves as having limited writing skills did, in fact, demonstrate lower proficiencies
than those who rated their skills more highly.
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OVERVIEW

Ninety-seven percent of lowa respondents said they get some or a lot of information
about current events and public affairs from nonprint media, and 86 percent said they get
some or a lot of information from print media. Approximately two-thirds reported getting
some or a lot of information from personal sources, such as family or friends. fowa
residents who said they get some or a lot of information from print media had consider-
ably higher literacy scores than those who get little or no information from these sources.

The survey results indicate that newspapar reading is quite common, even among adults
who displayed relatively limited iiteracy skills. Fifty-six percent of the adults in lowa said
they read the newspaper every day, and another one-quarter reported reading it a few
times a week. Five percent said they read a newspaper less than once a week, and 4
percent said they never read one.

Fourteen percent of the adults in lowa said they do not read any magazines in English on
a regular basis, while the remainder reported reading at least one or two. Similarly, 17
percent of the survey respondents said they had not read any books in English in the past
six months, while the remainder had read at least one. Individuals who said they read a
few magazines on a regular basis performed far better than those who do not read any,
and the more magazines they read the better their performance was likely to be. Simi-
larly, adults who had read a book in English in the past six months performed better in the
assessment, on average, than those who had not.

When asked how often they use a library, 31 percent of the adults in lowa said they never
do and another 30 percent said they do so only once or twice a year. Twenty percent of
the state’s respondents reported using a library on a weekly or daily basis. In general,

those who reported frequent use of a library demonstrated better literacy skilis than
infrequent users. .

Virtually all respordents in iowa (98 percent) said they watch at least some television
each day, although 23 percent said they spend no more than an hour on this pastime.
The remainder watch at least two hours of television a day. Aduits who watch four hours
of television demonstrated far lower proficiencies in the assessment, on average, than
individuals who watch an hour or less.

Finally, survey respondents were asked how often they read or use various types of
materials in English, either for their personal use or for their jobs. Proficiency differences
are found on the prose scale between adults who read and write prose frequently and
those who do not. Similarly, adults who often use various types of documents had higher
average document proficiencies than those who do not. Adults who said they rarely use
mathematics were far more likely than those who use it frequently to periorm in the lowest
levels of quantitative literacy.

Source: L. Jenkins & |. Kirsch (1994, January). Adult Literacy in lowa: Resuflts of the
State Adutlt Literacy Survey. Princeton, New Jersey: Educational Testing Service (ETS).
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1.0 State, Regional and National
Comparisons/Trends

This section provides an cverview on state,
regional and national comparisons on overall
proficiency levels of iowa’s adult poulation.
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Graph 1.1

Mean Proficiency Levels
of Persons 16+ Years of Age for:
(1) Census Regions, (2) the United States
on the Prose Scale

279

Northeast Midwest South West U.S.

Census Regions

The midwest census region has the highest proficiency level on the prose scale.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (State Literacy Survey Progress
Report #10; P.4.)




Graph 1.2

Mean Proficiency Levels
of Persons 16+ Years of Age for:
(1) Census Regions, (2) the United States
on the Document Scale
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Northeast Midwest South West us.

Census Regions

The midwest census region has the highest proficiency level on the document scale.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Depariment of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (State Literacy Survey Progress
Report #10; P.4.)
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Graph 1.3

Mean Proficiency Levels
of Persons 16+ Years of Age for:
(1) Census Regions, (2) the United States
on the Quantitative Scale
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Northeast Midwest South West u.s.

Census Regions

The midwest census region has the highest proficiency level on the quantitative scale.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,

National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1993 (State Literacy Survey Progress
Report #10; P.4.)




Graph 1.4

Mean Praoiiciency Levels and Percentage
Comparisons of Persons 16+ Years of Age for:
(1) lowa, (2) Midwest Census Region,

(3) the United States on the Prose Scale
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lowa’s mean proficiency level is 13 standard score points higher than the nation on the prose scals.
lowa's percentage rates are 9 percentage points higher than the nation on the prose scale for
levels 3, 4 and 5.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department cf Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Figure 1.1)
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Graph 1.5

Mean Proficiency Levels and Percentage
Comparisons of Persons 16+ Years cf Age for:
(1) lowa, (2) Midwest Census Region,

(3) the United States on the Document Scaie
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lowa’s mean proficiency level is 13 standard score points higher than the nation on the document scale.
lowa’s percentage rates are 8 percentage points higher than the nation on the document scale for

levels 3, 4 and 5.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Aduit Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Figure 1.1)
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Graph 1.6

Mean Proficiency Levels and Percentage
Comparisons of Persons 16+ Years of Age for:
(1) lowa, (2) Midwest Census Region,

(3) the United States on the Quantitative Scale
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lowa’s mean proficiency level is 16 standard score points higher than the nation on the quantitative scale.

lowa’s percentage rates are 11 percentage points higher than the nation on the quantitative scale for

levels 3, 4 and 5.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (JASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Departmient of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Figure 1.1)
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Graph 1.7

Mean Proficiency Levels and Percentage
Comparisons of Persons 16 to 64 Years of Age
for lowa on the Three Literacy Scales
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lowa's mean proficiency levels and percentage levels rise for lowa's adult population between
the ages of 16-64 as opposed to ages 16+.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Tables 1.1A)




Graph 1.8

Mean Proficiency Levels and Percentage
Comparisons of Persons 16 to 54 Years of Age
for lowa on the Three Literacy Scales
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lowa's mean proficiency levels and percentage levels rise for lowa's adult population between
the ages of 16-54 as opposed to ages 16+.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Percentages and average proficiencies
interpolated from Tables 1.3P, 1.30, 1.3Q)
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Graph 1.9

A Comparison of Average Literacy
Proficiency Rates to Various Age Cohorts
for the Three Literacy Scales: Results for lowa
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8 16-54

Prose Document Quantitative

Literacy Scales

Average literacy proficiency rates increase as age cohorts decrease.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Tables 1.1A & 1.1B).
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Graph 1.10

A Comparison of the Percent of the Adult
Population at the Five Literacy Levels by Various Age
Cohorts on the Prose Scale: Results for iowa
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Prose Literacy Scales

The percent of the adult population scoring at prose levels 3, 4, 5 increase as age cohorts
decrease.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Percentages for age cohort 16+,
Figure 1.1. Percentages for age cohorts 16-64 and 16-54 interpolated from
Table 1.3P).
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Graph 1.11

A Comparison of the Percent of the Adult
Population at the Five Literacy Levels by Various Age
Cohorts on the Document Ccale: Results for lowa
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Percentage

Level | Level 2 Level 3 Leveld Leveld

Document Literacy Scales

The percent of the adult popuiation scoring at prose levels 3, 4, 5 increase as age cohorts
decrease.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
iowa State Adult Literacy Survey {IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
Nationai Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Percentages for age cohort 16+;
Figure 1.1. Percentages for age cohorts 16-64 and 16-54 interpolated from
Table 1.3D).
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Graph 1.12

A Comparison of the Percent of the Adult
Population at the Five Literacy Levels by Various Age
Cohorts on the Quantitative Scale: Results for lowa
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40-
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Level 1 Level2 Level3 Leveld Leveld

Quantitative Literacy Scales

The percent of the adult population scoring at prose levels 3, 4, 5 increase as age cohorts
decrease.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 {Percentages for age cohort 16+,
Figure 1.1. Percentages for age cohorts 16-64 and 16-54 interpolated from
Table 1.3Q).
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2.0 Gender Comparisons/Trends

This section provides an oveiview on
comparison of gender performance on the
three literacy scales.
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Graph 2.1

Mean Proficiency Levels for lowa’s
Population (16+ Years of Age)
by Gender for the Prose Scale
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Males and females scored equally on the prose scale.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),

lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Departrnent of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 1.12 P)
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Graph 2.1.1

A Comparison of Mean Proficiency Levels
for lowa’s and the United States’ Population
(16+ Years of Age) by Gender on the Prose Scale
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lowa scored an average of 13 standard score peints higher than the U.S. on the Prose Scale.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 1.12P)
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Graph 2.2

Mean Proficiency Levels for lowa’s
Population (16+ Years of Age)
by Gender for the Document Scale
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Males scored slightly higher than femaies on the document scaie.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),

lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 1.12D)
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Graph 2.2.1

A Comparison of Mean Proficiency Levels
for lowa’s and the United States’ Population
(16+ Years of Age) by Gender on the Document Scale
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Gender

lowa scored an average of 13 standard score points higher than the U.S. on the Document Scale.

Source; Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 1.12D)
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Graph 2.3

Mean Proficiency Levels for lowa’s
Population (16+ Years of Age)
by Gender for the Quantitative Scale
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Males scored higher than females on the quantitative scale.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 1.12Q)
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Graph 2.3.1

A Comparison of Mean Proficiency Leveis
for lowa’s and the United States’ Population
(16+ Years of Age) by Gender
on the Quantitative Scale
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lowa scored an average of 16 standard score points higher than the U.S. on the Quantitative Scale.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 1.12Q)
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3.0 Age Cohort Comparisons/Trends

This section provides an overview on
comparison of various age cohorts on the
three literacy scales.
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Graph 3.1

Mean Proficiency Levels for lowa
by Age Cohorts (16-64 Years of Age)
on the Prose Scale
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Age Cohorts

The proficiency levels remain constant for age cohorts 16-54 then demonstrate a decline for age
cohort 55-64 on the prose scale.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
l lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (State Literacy Survey Progress
' Report #10; Table 1P.)




Graph 3.1.1

A Comparison of Mean Proficiency Levels
for lowa’s and the United States’ Population
(16-64 Years of Age) on the Prose Scale
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lowa scored an average range of 15-17 standard score points higher than the U.S. on the Prose Scale.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adutt Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (State Literacy Survey Progress
Report #10; Table 1.P and Figure 1.5 in NALS)




Graph 3.2

Mean Proficiency Levels for lowa
by Age Cohorts (16-64 Years of Age)
on the Document Scale
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Age Cohorts

The proficiehcy levels remain constant for age cohorts 16-54 on the document scale then
demonstrate a decline for age cohort 55-64.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (State Literacy Survey Progress
Report #10; Table 1D.)
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Proficiency Level

Graph 3.2.1

A Comparison of Mean Proficiency Levels
for lowa’s and the United States’ Population
(16-64 Years of Age) on the Document Scale
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lowa scored an average range of 13-14 standard score points higher than the U.S. on the
Document Scale.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)

lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,

National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (State Literacy Survey Progress
Report #10; Table 1D & Figure 1.5 in NALS.)
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Graph 3.3

Mean Proficiency Levels for lowa
by Age Cohorts (16-64 Years of Age)
on the Quantitative Scale
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Age Cohorts

The proficiency levels remain constant for age cohorts 16-54 then demonstrate a decline for age
cohorts 55-64 on the quantitative scale.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (State Literacy Survey Report #10;
Table 1.Q)
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Graph 3.3.1

A Comparison of Mean Proficiency Leveis
for lowa’s and the United States’ Population
(16-64 Years of Age) on the Quantitative Scale
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| Age Cohorts

lowa scored an average range of 15-25 standard score points higher than the U.S. on the
Quantitative Scale.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
jowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (State Literacy Survey Report #10,
Table 1.Q & Figure 1.5 in NALS.)
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4.0 Educational Attainment Comparisons/Trends

This section presents several different
perspectives of educational attainment by
proficiency level on the three literacy scales.
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Graph 4.1

Mean Proficiency Levels for lowa’s
Population (16+ Years of Age)
by Education Level for the Prose Sczle
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Proficiency Level
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Degee  Nondegee  Deqree Prof

Completed Grade Levels

Prose literacy proficiency increases with educational attainment.
*Prose mean proficiency level interpolated irom NALS data. IASALS sample was insufficient to permit a
reliable population estimate.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 2.1P.)
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Graph 4.1.1

A Comparison of Mean Proficiency Levels
for lowa’s and the United States’ Population
(16+ Years of Age)
by Education Level for the Prose Scale
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lowa scored an average range of 8-17 standard score points above the U.S. on the Prose Scale.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 2.1P.)
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Graph 4.2

Mean Proficiency Levels for lowa’s
Population (16+ Years of Age)
by Education Level
for the Document Scale
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Document literacy proficiency increases with educationai attainment.

*Document mean proficiency level interpolated from NALS data. IASALS sample size was insufficient to
permit a reliable population estimate.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adutlt Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Tabie 2.1D.)




Graph 4.2.1

A Comparison of Mean Proficiency Levels
for lowa's and the United States’ Population
(16+ Years of Age)
by Education Level for the Document Scale

Biwa Dus
327 330 326
3357 309 34 _
304 293 . 279 298 290 299 i
S wigm’ W4 4
= 20+ ST 275
27
g e
22104 183
Q
o ‘60' { : ikt {
INHS. 0-8yrs  9-12yrs  GED H3. 2yrs 2yrs  Bachelors  Grador
Degoe  MNondegree  Degree Prof
Completed Grade Levels

lowa scored ar: average range of 8-19 standard score points above the U.S. on the Document Scale.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 2.1D.)
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Graph 4.3

Mean Proficiency Levels for lowa’s
Population (16+ Years of Age)
by Education Level for the Quantitative Scale
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Quantitative literacy proficiency increases with educationai attainment.

*Quantitative mean proficiency level interpolated from NALS data. IASALS sample was insufficient to
permit a reliable population estimate.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adulit Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 2.1Q.)

34

90




Graph 4.3.1

A Comparison of Mean Proficiency Levels
for lowa’s and the United States’ Population
(16+ Years of Age) by Education Level
for the Quantitative Scale
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lowa scored an average range of 10-19 standard score points above the U.S. on the Quantitative Scale.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey {IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 2.1G.)
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Graph 4.4
Average Years of Schooling Completed

by Age Cohorts: Results for lowa,
the Midwest, and the Nation
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Age Cohorts

Average years of schooling tend to increase from the youngest age group to the middle age groups
and then decline across the older age groups.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adutt Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Educatiori Statistics,
National Aduit Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 2.2)
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Graph 4.5

Average Years of Schooling Compieted
by Adults as Compared with their Parents’
Highest Level of Education:

Results for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
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Parents' Highest Level of Education

The more education parents completed the more education their adult children were likely to complete.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
Iowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 2.2)
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5.0 Employment, Economic Status
and Civic Responsibility

This section provides an oveiview on
comparison of various aspects of employment,
economic status and civic responsibility. The
variables which are presented include:

(1) iabor force status,

(2) occupational categories,

(3) income,

(4) weeks worked,

(5) cther civic vanables.
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Graph 5.1

Prose Average Proficiencies
by Labor Force Status:
Results for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
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Employed adults reach higher proficiency ieve!s than those who are unemployed or out of the labor force.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (TABLE 3.1P)
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Graph 5.2

Document Average Proficiencies
by Labor Force Status:
Resuits for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
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Employed adults reach higher proficiency levels than those who are unemployed or out of the labor force.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (TABLE 3.1D)
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Graph 5.3

Quantitative Average Proficiencies
by Labor Force Status:

Results for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
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Employad aduits reach higher proficiency levels thar those who are unemployed or out of the labor force.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),

lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Educatior. National Center for Education Statistics,
o National Adult Literacy Survey {NALS), 1992 (TABLE 3.1Q)
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Graph 5.4

Prose Average Proficiencies
by Occupational Category:
Results for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
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Adults with professional, managerial, or technical positions have higher average literacy proficiencies than
adults working in other types of jobs.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Departmert of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Siatistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (TABLE 3.2P)

42

ERIC 61

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.




Graph 5.5

Document Average Proficiencies
by Occupational Category:
Results for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
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Prof., Sales, Craft, Laborer,
Mgr. Clerical Service  Assembler

Adults with professional, managerial, or technical positions have higher average literacy proficiencies than
adulis working in other iypes of jobs.

Source: Educational 7esting Service (ETS),
fowa Staie Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Educaticn, and the
11.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 {TABLE 3.2D)
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Graph 5.6

Quantitative Average Proficiencies
by Occupational Category:
Resuits for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
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Adults with professional, managerial, or technical positions have higher average literacy proficiencies than
adutts working in other types of jobs.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (TABLE 3.2Q)
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Graph 5.7

Average Number of Weeks Worked
in the Past 12 Months, by Literacy Level:
Results for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
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Adults performing in the highest literacy level worked, on average, roughly three times as many weeks
as the lowest levels.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),

lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
Nationa! Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (TABLE 3.3)
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Graph 5.8

Median Weekly Wages by Literacy Level:
Results for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
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Median weekly wages are higher for adults with greater literacy proficiencies.

Source: Educational Testing Servicc (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (TABLE 3.4)

46




Median Annual Income

Median Annual income

Median Annual Household Income, by Literacy Level:
Resuiits for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation

Graph 5.9
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Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (/ASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
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Adults who perform in the highest literacy levels reported larger annual incomes than adults
in the lowest literacy levels.

National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (TABLE 3.5)
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Graph 5.10

Prose Average Proficiencies
by Sources of Nonwage Income and Support:
Results for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation

Iincome and Support
q

] AFDC, public
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Average Proficiency Levels

lowa Midwest Nation

Prose average proficiencies were higher for those adults who received interest from savings than those
who received food stamps, or AFDC, public assistance.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Depantment of Education: National Center tor Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (TABLE 3.6P)

48

©

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Sources of Nonwage ]




Graph 5.11

Document Average Proficiencies
by Sources of Nonwage Income and Support:
Resuits for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
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Document average proficiencies were higher for those adults who received interest from savings than

those who received food stamps, or AFDC, public assistance.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),

fowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,

National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (TABLE 3.6D)
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Graph 5.12

Quantitative Average Proficiencies
by Sources of Nonwage Income and Support:
Results for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
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Quantitative average proficiencies were higher for those adults who received interest from savings than
those who received food stamps, or AFDC, public assistance.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Aduit Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and tie
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (TABLE 3.6Q)
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Graph 5.13
Prose Average Proficiencies
by Poverty Status:
Results for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
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Poverty
Status

. Not poor

3
. Poor or near poor

*Based on the 1891 poverty income thresholds of the federal government, the following criteria were used

to identity respondents who were "poor or near poor™.

Respondents whose . And Whose annual household
family size was: income was at or below:
$ 8,665
$11,081
$13,575
$17,405
$20,570
$23,234
$26,322
$29,506
$34,927

WoOoO~NDIOEWN =

Prose average proficiency levels are higher for “not poor” as opposed to "poor or near poor”.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),

lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the

U.5. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (TABLE 3.7P)
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Graph 5.14
Document Average Proficiencies

by Poverty Status:
Results for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
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*Based on the 1991 poverty income thresholds of the federal government, the following criteria were used
to identify respondents who were "poor or near poor™.

Respondents whose And Whose annual household
family size was: income was at or below:
$ 8,665
$11,081
$13,575
$17,405
$20,570
$23,234
$26,322
$29,506
$34,927

WRONEO AW

Document proficiencies are higher for “not poor” as opposed to "poor or near poor”.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statisiics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (TABLE 3.7D)
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Graph 5.15

Quantitative Average Proficiencies
by Poverty Status:
Results for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
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*Based on the 1991 poverty income thresholds of the tederal government, the following criteria were used
to identify respondents who were "poor or near poor™;
Respondents whose And Whose annual househoid
family size was: income was at or below:

1 $ 8,665

2 $11,081

3 $13,575

4 $17,405

5 $20,570

6 $23,204

7 $26,322

8 $29,506

9 $34,927

Document proficiencies are higher for “not poor” as opposed to "pcor or near poor”.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (TABLE 3.7Q)
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Graph 5.16

Prose Average Proficiencies
by Vsoting in Recent Elections:
Results for iowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
to the Question: “Voted in the Past Five Years”.
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Prose average proficiency rates are higher for persons who voted in the past five years.

Source: Educationa! Testing Service (ET1S),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
Naticnai Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (TABLE 3.8P)
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Graph 5.17

Document Average Proficiencies
by Yoting in Recent Elections:
Restults for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
to the Giuestion: “Voted in the Past Five Years”.
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Document average proficiency rates are higher for persons who voted in the past five years.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Aduli Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (TABLE 3.8D)




Graph 5.18

Quantitative Average Proficiencies
by Voting in Recent Elections:

Results for lowa, the Midwest, and the Nation
to the Question: “Voted in the Past Five Years”.
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Quantitative proficiency rates are higher for persons who voted in the past jive years.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS),

lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (TABL.E 3.8Q)
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6.0 Language Use and Literacy Practices

This section presents various aspects of
language use and literacy practices such as:
(1) current events,
(2) reading habits,
(3) television viewing habits.
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Graph 6.1

Reliance on Various Sources of Information
About Current Events: Fesults for lowa
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A majority of lowans receive information from a combination of print and nonprint media.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 4.5)
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Graph 6.2

Frequency of Newspaper Reading:
Results for lowa

Percentage
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A majority of lowans (91%) read the newspaper every day, a few times a week or once a week.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1993 (Table 4.6)

59

L------—-“--_




|
l Graph 6.3
|

Adults Who Read the Newspaper Regularly,
by Parts Read: Results for lowa
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’

A majority of lowans (97%) who read the newspaper frequently (at least once a week) read the
news, editorials or financial sections of the newspapers.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 4.7)
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Graph 6.4

Frequency of Library Use:
Results for iowa

Percentage
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' a Year

Frequency of Library Use

A majority of lowans (69%) use the library on a daily, weekly, monthly, or once/twice a year.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1993 (Table 6.4)
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Graph 6.5

Amount of Television Usually Watched
Each Day: Results for lowa
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Amount of Television Usually Watched Each Day

A majority of lowans (98%) watch at ieast some television on a daily basis.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)

lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 4.10)
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Graph 6.6

Frequency of Arithmetic or Mathematics Use:
Results for lowa

Percentage
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Frequency of Arithmetic
or Mathematics Use

A majority of lowans (81%) use arithmetic or mathematics on a daily or weekly basis.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1993 (Table 4.15)
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7.0 Socio-Demographic Trends

This.section presents various socio-
demographic trends such as:
(1) number of years lived in !owa,
(2) employs' decision tc locate in lowa,
(3) employers' decision to provide literacy
education for employees.
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Graph 7.1

Number of Years Lived in lowa
by Year Cohoris
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Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)

lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Depariment of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,

l A majority of lowans (74%) have lived in lowa more than 20 years.
‘ National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 1.9)
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Graph 7.2

Probatility of Moving Out of lowa
in the Next Five Years

Percentage

Not likely Somewhat Very Likely
likely

Probability of Moving

A majority of lowans (72%) indicated they were not likely to move out of iowa in the next five
years.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 1.10)
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Graph 7.3

Average Literacy Proficiency Levels
by Enroliment in a Basic Skills Program:
Resuits for lowa
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Those adulis who indicated.they have enrolied in a basic skills program have lower proficiency
levels than those aduits who indicated they have not enrolled in a basic skills program.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Educatior, and the
1J.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 2.8)
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Graph 7.4

Percentage Gpinion as to the Effect
of a State’s Literacy Rate on
Employers’ Location Decision: Results for lowa
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A maijority of Icwans (75%) indicated that a state's literacy rate has an effect on an employer's
decision to locate in lowa.

Scurce: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Education: National Center for Education Statistics,
National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 2.10)
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Graph 7.5

Percentage Opinion as to Employers’
Obligation to Provide Literacy Education
for Employees: Resuits for lowa
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A majority of lowans (58%) indicated that employers shaculd provide literacy education
opportunities for its employees.

Source: Educational Testing Service (ETS)
lowa State Adult Literacy Survey (IASALS): lowa Department of Education. and the
U.S. Department of Education: Nationai Center for Education Statistics,
National Aduli Literacy Survey (NALS), 1992 (Table 2.11)
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OBSERVATIONS
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Selected Observations Based on the lowa State
Adult Literacy (IASALS) Study

« The best single predictor of literacy proficiency rates is the ievel of education cornpleted.

« GED graduates and high school graduates demonstrated comparable performance on the three
literacy scales.

+ The composition of the Level 1 population differs in some impertant respects from the state population
as awhole. Half of the lowa respondents in Level 1 were age 65 or older, and aimost 43 percent had

physical or mental conditions that kept them from patticipating fully in work, school, housework, or other
activities.

« The average prose, document, and quantitative proficiencies of adults in !owa were comparable to
those of adults living in the Midwest region and were significarttiy (13 to 16 points) higher than those of
adults nationwide. In all three populations--the state, region, and nation--average scores were either in
the high end of the Level 2 range (226 to 275) or the low end cf the Level 3 range (276 to 325).

« Older adults were more likely than middle-aged and younger adults to demonstrate limited literacy
skills. On the prose scale, for example, average scores rise from 290 among lowa's 16- to 18-year-olds
10 303 among 35- 44-year-olds before declining across the older age groups (to 275 among 55- to 64-
year-okdsj.

+ The vast majority of lowa residents were bom in the United States or one of its territories. In the
national population, native-born adults performed far better in the assessment, on average, than did
individuals born outside the United States. Foreign-born adults who had lived in this country for more
than a decade outperformed more recent immigrants.

« Approximately three-quarters of the adults in lowa reported having lived in the state for more than 20
years. There are no signiicant differences in literacy skills, on average, among aduits who had lived in
lowa for varying lengths of time. Nearly three-quarters of the state’s aduits said it was unlikely that they
would move out of the state in the next five years, while 18 percent reported that it was somewhat likely
and 10 percent said it was likely. Again, there are no significant differences in performance between
aduits who believed they would move out of the state and those who did not.

« lowa residents who reported having physical or menta! conditions that keep them from participating fully

in work or other activities were more likely than adults i, the population as a whole to perform in the
lowest levels on each literacy scale and less likely to reach the highest levels.

« In the lowa population, there were no significant differences in the average literacy scores of men and

women. Nationwide, however, men displayed higher average document and quantitative proficiencies
than women.

« lowa residents with relatively few years of education demonstrated lower average proficiencies than

those who completed high school or some postsecondary education. In fact, scores rise steadily across
the entire range of education levels. The average prose proficiency of those who completed 9 to 12
years of schooling was 242, for example, compared to 283 for those who earned a high school diploma
but went no further, and 333 for those who had completed a four-year degree.

« Roughly one-third of the school dropouts in lowa reported having participated in a GED or high school

equivalency program. On each literacy scale, the average scores of program participants were approxi-
mately 50 poinis higher than those of dropouts who had not taken part in a GED program. The vast
maijority of program participants in lo'wa were between the ages of 25 and 54.
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Eleven percent of the adults in lowa were enrolled in school or coliege at the time of the survey, and
they had higher literacy proficiencies, on average, than adults who were not enrolled in an acadernic
program. Thirty-eight percent of those enrolled in a program stated that their goal was a four-year
college degree.

Three-quarters of lowa's survey participants agreed with the view that a state’s literacy rate affects an
out-of-state employer's decision to establish a location there. Their scores were, on average, higher
than those of adults who disagreed. Fifty-eight percent of iowa’s adults believed that employers are
obligated to provide literacy education to employees who need it. They performed similarly to adults
who did not share this view.

Employed adults were less likely than adults who were unemployed or out of the labor force to perform
in the lowest levels on each literacy scale and more likely to attain the highest levels. Across tha three
scales, 25 to 33 percent of the employed adults in lowa performed in Levels 1 and 2, compared with 45
percent of the unemployed adults and roughly two-thirds of respondents who were out of the labor
force. Conversely, employed adults were more likely than unemployed adults and those not in the
labor force to attain Levels 4 and 5.

lowa residents who reported being in professional, technical, or managerial positions in their current or
most recent jobs had higher average literacy scores than those in other types of occupations. On the
prose scale, for example, they had an average proficiency score of 330, compared with scores of 309
for those in sales or clerical positions, 286 for those in craft or service occupations, and 276 for those in
labor, assembly, fishing, or farming positions.

On each literacy scale, adults who performed in the higher levels had worked more weeks in the past
year, on average, than individuals in the lower levels. Among lowa residents, those in the three highest
literacy levels reported working an average of 37 to 45 weeks in the past year, compared with only 13
to 14 weeks for individuals performing in Level 1, and 27 to 31 weeks for those in Level 2.

Across the scales, lowa adults with proficiencies in Levels 1 and 2 reported median weekly eamings of
$228 to $261. In contrast, those in Level 4 eamned about $391 to $419, while those in Level 5 earned
between $504 and $550 each week. Similarly, the median annual household income reported by
adults in the highest proficiency levels were far higher than that of adults in the lowest levels.

Approximately half the lowa residents who were classified as either poor or near poor demonstrated
skills in the two lowest levels on each literacy scale; in contrast, 25 to 31 percent of those designated
not poor performed in these levels. As a result, the average literacy scores of poor and near poor
adults are considerably lower than the scores of adults who were not in poverty.

Among lowa residents, voting practices appear to be related io literacy proficiency. On all three scales,
the average literacy proficiencies of state residents who said they had voted in a recent election are
higher than those of nonvoters.

Virtually all survey respondents in lowa (98 to 99 percent) said they understand, speak, and read
English well or very well; a slightly smaller proportion described themselves as writing (96 percent) well
or very well. in each dimension of literacy, the average proficiencies of adults who said they do not
write English well are approximately 60 points lower than those of individuals who said they write well
or very well.

Ninety-seven percent of the survey respondents in lowa reported getting some or a lot of information
about current events, public affairs, or government frem nonprint media -- that is, from television or
radio. A smaller percentage (86 percent) said they get much of their information from print media, such
as newspapers or magazines. Those who get some or a lot of information from print media earned
higher average scores in the assessment than those who do not.

72




- Slightly more than half (56 percent) of the adults in the state said they read a newspaper every day,
while another 35 percent said they do so at least once a week. Four percent reported never reading a
newspaper. There are no significant differences in literacy proficiency between newspaper readers
and nonreaders in lowa.

« Virtually all (98 percent) of the adults in lowa repcrted watching some television every day, although 23
percent said they spend no more than an hour on this activity. Approximately one-third of the state’s
residents reported watching four or more hours of television each day. Individuals who watch the most
television demonstrated lower average proficiencies than individuals who watch relatively little televi-
sion.

« There are very large differences in prose proficiency between lowa residents who read and write prose
frequently, either for their personal use or for their jobs, and those who do not. Similarly, the average
document proficiencies of individuals who use documents at least a few times a week are far higher
than the scores of individuals who do not use these materials often. Finally, adults who said they
frequently use mathematics tend to display better quantitative skills than those who rarely or never do
S0.

Source: Jenkins & |. Kirsch (January 1994). Adult Literacy in lowa: Results of the State Adult Literacy
Survey. Princeton, New Jersey: Educational Testing Service (ETS).
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